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SUBJECT: CONSERVATIVES DISPLAY UNITY AT PC CONVENTION 

1. SUMMARY: IN A RARE SHOW OF UNITY, THE DELEGATES 

TO LAST WEEKEND S PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE CONVENTION 
OVERWHELMINGLY VOTED TO SUPPORT JOE CLARK AS THEIR 
LEADER, THEREBY GIVING HIM A RELATIVELY FREE HAND TO 
DECIDE PARTY POLICY AND HOW IT WILL BE EMPLOYED. FOR 
A VARIETY OF REASONS, THE CONSERVATIVES ARE NOW CON- 
VINCED THAT THEY HAVE A GOOD CHANCE OF WINNING THE NEXT 
FEDERAL ELECTIONS. AS THIS CONVENTION DEMONSTRATED, 

HOWEVER, THE CONSERVATIVES ARE STILL EXTREMELY WEAK IN 
THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, AND THAT SITUATION MAY AGAIN 
PROVE TO BE THEIR ACHILLES HEEL. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN A GENERALLY BUOYANT MOOD, OVER 1200 DELEGATES 
FROM ACROSS CANADA ATTENDED THE PC NATIONAL POLICY 
CONVENTION IN QUEBEC CITY LAST WEEKEND AND, AS ONE 
OBSERVER PUT IT, MADE A VIRTUE OUT OF NECESSITY BY 
STRONGLY SUPPORTING THE LEADERSHIP OF JOE CLARK. THANKS 
IN PART TO THE ABSENCE OF JACK HORNER, WHO DEFECTED 
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TO THE LIBERALS LAST SPRING, AND OF FORMER PRIME 
MINISTER DIEFENBAKER, WHO WAS ILL, THERE WAS NONE OF 
THE USUAL INTRA-PARTY SQUABBLING WHICH HAS PLAGUED THE 
TORIES IN THE PAST. MOREOVER, THE ORGANIZERS OF THE 
CONVENTION DELIBERATELY ESTABLISHED THE FORMAT IN A 
WAY TO AVOID INTERNAL CONFRONTATIONS. SPECIFICALLY, 

WHILE THERE WERE WORKSHOPS TO DISCUSS NATIONAL UNITY, 
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THE ECONOMY, AND OTHER ISSUES, THERE WERE NO RESOLUTIONS 
PRESENTED FOR ADOPTION. THE CLOSEST THE CONVENTION 
CAME TO SPARKING DISAGREEMENT OCCURRED WHEN MP ROBERT 
COATES OF NOVA SCOTIA, WHO IS IDENTIFIED WITH THE 
DIEFENBAKER WING OF THE PARTY, WAS NOMINATED TO BE THE 
NEW NATIONAL PRESIDENT. THOUGH COATES WAS EASILY 
ELECTED, IT WAS EVIDENT THAT MANY DELEGATES HAVE NO 
ENTHUSIASM FOR HIS BRAND OF CONSERVATISM, INCLUDING 
HIS RECENT FAVORABLE COMMENTS ON SOUTH AFRICA'S RACIAL 
POLICIES. 

3. COMMENT. JOE CLARK AND HIS CONSERVATIVE COLLEAGUES 
HAVE CLEARLY WEATHERED THE GLOOMY PERIOD OF LAST 
SUMMER WHEN THEY WERE TRAILING THE LIBERALS BY 24 POINTS 
IN THE GALLUP POLL AND WHEN IT APPEARED THERE MIGHT 
BE FEDERAL ELECTIONS IN THE FALL. SINCE THEN, THE 
CONSERVATIVES HAVE BENEFITTED FROM VARIOUS DEVELOPMENTS, 
INCLUDING THE GOVERNMENT'S SEEMING INABILITY TO GET THE 
ECONOMY MOVING, THE REVELATIONS OF ILLEGAL ACTIVITIES 
BY THE RCMP, AND THE INTRODUCTION OF TELEVISION IN 
PARLIAMENT, WHICH HAS GIVEN THE OPPOSITION MORE MEDIA 
EXPOSURE THAN IT EVER HAD PREVIOUSLY. JOE CLARK, 
PERSONALLY, HAS ALSO GROWN IN STATURE IN THE EYES OF 
MANY OBSERVERS AS HE HAS GENERALLY HANDLED HIMSELF 
EFFECTIVELY IN DEBATES AND AS HE HAS IMPROVED HIS 
SPEAKING ABILITY. 
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4. BASED ON OUR CONTACTS WITH DELEGATES AT THE CON- 
VENTION, WE SENSE THAT THE CONSERVATIVES ARE NOW CON- 
VINCED THEY AT LEAST HAVE A FIGHTING CHANCE TO DEFEAT 
THE LIBERALS IN NEXT YEAR S ELECTIONS. WHETHER THEY 
CAN DO SO, HOWEVER, WILL DEPEND TO AN IMPORTANT DEGREE 
ON HOW SUCCESSFUL THEY ARE IN GAINING POLITICAL GROUND 
IN THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC WHERE THEY NOW HOLD ONLY 
THREE RIDINGS OUT OF 74 AND WHERE THEY ATTRACTED A 
RELATIVELY SMALL NUMBER OF DELEGATES, EVEN THOUGH THE 
CONVENTION WAS HELD IN QUEBEC CITY. IN OUR VIEW, IT 
WILL BE EXCEEDINGLY DIFFICULT FOR CLARK TO MOVE IN A 
WAY WHICH WILL APPEAL TO QUEBECERS WITHOUT SIMULTANEOUSLY 
LOSING SUPPORT IN RURAL, ANGLOPHONE AREAS OUTSIDE OF 
QUEBEC. ENDERS 
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